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Bangalores, Belt Buckles, and Brits: 32 Canadian  
Brigade Group Exercise Culminates in Company  
Attack 
Meaford, Ontario — Approximately 200 soldiers from 
32 Canadian Brigade Group, as well as visiting soldiers 
from the United Kingdom, participated in Exercise 
STEADFAST WARRIOR 2017 from August 25 to 31, 
held at the 4th Canadian Division Training Centre Mea-
ford. Led by the 48th Highlanders of Canada, the exer-
cise increased to a company-level attack complete with 
Bangalores and other live ordnance. 
 
The Bangalore torpedo, invented prior to the First 
World War by the British Army based in Bangalore, In-
dia, is an extension device with charges placed inside 
one or several connected pieces of pipe. Combat engi-
neers use them to clear obstacles, shred barbed wire or 
detonate unexploded ordnance from a safe distance or 
from behind cover. 
 
“We haven’t had a formation that big on exercise in re-
cent memory,” said an enthused Captain Nick Butler, 
who commanded the company. “The pace was right 
and the quality of training was of the highest calibre.” In 
addition to being pleased with the execution, Captain 
Butler, who is a member of the 48th Highlanders of 
Canada, noted the “overwhelmingly positive responses 
from the soldiers.” 
 
Corporal Henry Kolachuk of The Lincoln and Welland 
Regiment, who fought as part of the opposition force 
(OPFOR), wholeheartedly agreed. “Seeing it from the 
enemy’s side, you learn a lot about counteracting your 
own tactics,” he said, after defending an access route 
from soldiers who are normally his comrades. “It was 
an opportunity to see how you might correct some of 
your own mistakes.” 
 
Engineers from 32 Combat Engineer Regiment did not 
have that luxury, as they employed Bangalores to blow 
up a razor wire obstacle, clearing the way for an infan-
try assault. Moreover, C4 charges were used to simu-
late an artillery barrage as the attack progressed. 
 
“The effect is much stronger than regular artillery simu-
lation,” explained Corporal Brent Dewell, and much 
more dangerous, he might have added. Although the 
charges are set off within a cordoned-off area, given 
the proximity to the soldiers on the ground, “a much 
higher amount of training is needed to handle C4,” Cpl 
Dewell said. 
 
The Meaford training area saw another unusual sight 

on Ex STEADFAST WARRIOR: 15 British soldiers inte-
grated and fighting alongside 32 Brigade troops against 
the OPFOR – their visit thanks to a 100 year plus affilia-
tion between companies of the London Regiment in the 
UK and the Toronto Scottish Regiment. 
 
“It was excellent opportunity for troops to train with our 
NATO partner,” said Lieutenant Colonel Harold Pedwell, 
Commanding Officer of the 48th Highlanders and over-
all commander of the exercise. Although there are dif-
ferences in training and doctrine between the two armed 
forces, NATO armies have common standards and, said 
LCol Pedwell, “the integration with the British forces 
worked very well.” 
 
Although there is a long history of Canadians and Brits 
fighting side by side, the exercise revealed two nations 
divided by a common language. An accented shout of 
“Get on your belt buckles!” brought about a few funny 
looks from uniformed Canucks. Turns out it means ‘lie 
on the ground in the prone position’ and not ‘hey mate, 
your pants are falling down.’ 
 
32 Canadian Brigade Group (32 CBG) is an Army Re-
serve Formation of the 4th Canadian Division headquar-
tered in Toronto, Ontario 
 

Engineers from 32 Combat Engineer Regiment employ 
Bangalores to blow up a razor wire obstacle and clear the 
way for a simulated infantry assault during Exercise 
STEADFAST WARRIOR 2017, held from August 25 to 31 at 
the 4th Canadian Division Training Centre Meaford in On-
tario. Photo: Corporal Justin Dreimanis, 32 Canadian Bri-



 

Sgt. Ronald Anderson was born November 3, 1922 in 
Toronto, Ontario.  Anderson enlisted in the military, 
signing his attestation papers on June 18, 1940. Ander-
son served with the 2nd Field Company, Royal Canadi-
an Engineers from September 1940 to May 1941 and 
became a demolitions expert. He quickly went through 
the ranks until he was promoted to Sergeant. Anderson 
trained hundreds of troops in England prior to D-
day.  Anderson was physically fit and eager to take on 
new challenges, so he requested a transfer to the 1st 
Canadian Parachute Battalion. 
  
Anderson completed his Parachutist Course at Ring-
way, England on May 24, 1944.  He was taken on 
strength with the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion on 
September 24, 1944. He was a very knowledgeable 
Sergeant with much sought-after skills and experience, 
which made him an invaluable member of the Battalion. 
He parachuted into German with B Company, 4 Platoon 
during Operation Varsity and saw combat.  While serv-

ing in the Ardennes, Anderson participated in the Battle 
of the Bulge. He also served in Holland and Belgium. 
During the Battalion's travels to Wismar, they encoun-
tered Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp just after it 
was liberated. That experience caused Anderson to 
have nightmares to the end of his days. 
 
After the war, Anderson served with the Toronto Police 
Service and was one of the first responders to a terrible 
fire aboard the cruise ship Noronic in the Toronto Har-
bour on September 17, 1949.   
Anderson jumped into the frigid waters on Lake Ontario 
amid blazing patches of oil to spend hours rescuing pas-
sengers jumping from the ship.  With a toll of 119 dead, 
it remains Toronto's worst disaster.   
 
Anderson passed away peacefully on November 3, 
2015 after celebrating his 93rd birthday. 
 

 

Sgt Ronald F. Anderson 
By Sergeant Coogan J. Wilson 
1st Canadian Parachute Battalion Virtual Museum  

32 Combat Engineer Regiment ExecuTrek  
CFB Borden - September 23, 2017 

In an effort to strengthen the bonds between the local community and the Army Reserve, in particular 32 Combat 
Engineer Regiment, the regiment conducted an ExecuTrek on September 23, 2017 at CFB Borden. The ExecuTrek 
purposed was to introduced high profile business and community leaders to some of the core skills of a Combat En-
gineer.  The event  provided an opportunity for these leaders to interact directly with soldiers in a dynamic training 
event, showcasing the intangible benefits which professional citizen soldiers can bring to the civilian workplace as 
employees, with a view to developing positive relationships and leverage potential civilian employment opportunities 
for our soldiers. This event was supported by the Canadian Forces Liaison Council. The ExecuTrek hosted thirty 
civilian guests wh0 interacted with soldiers while they observe the conduct of a demolitions range and participated in 
a small arms range. On returning to Toronto, the guests received a brief on Unit history, CFLC and 32 CER’s chari-
ties. Each guest also received a plaque from the regiment as a memento of their experience.  
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By Capt K.P. Sheedy 
 
William Lyon MacKenzie Institute lies less than 1 kilo-
meter from Denison Armoury, the home station of 32 
Combat Engineer Regiment. It is a highly regarded To-
ronto area high school with a full spectrum of extra cur-
ricular sports including soccer and ice hockey, as well 
as offering gifted education for the top decile of stu-
dents from across the city. Naturally, 32 CER has iden-
tified the school as an obvious destination for the Regi-
ment’s recruiting team.  
 
On a brisk Friday, 9 February 2018, Sgt Chow, MCpl 
Morgan and their crew of well turned out and engaging 
Sappers drove a mighty convoy of very large green 
Standard Military Pattern vehicles to the school. A dis-

32 CER Recruiting Team at William Lyon 

play of engineering tools, recce boats and personal   
 
 
protective gear was very well received by staff and stu-
dents alike. Sappers Catherwood and Frempong, being 
closest in age to the target audience were able to relate 
their own experience of joining the Army and recruiting 
process.  
 
Master-Corporals Morgan and Lee 471 were able to pro-
vide the perspective of newly minted junior NCO’s. MCpl 
Morgan is a seasoned and long serving recruiter within 
the Regiment continues to serve above and beyond 
since being formally posted to the 32 CBG Battle 
School. Future visits to this and other area high schools, 
as well as universities both in Toronto and beyond are 
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Exercise Sapper Structure I 
Denison Armoury September 29 - October 1, 2017  

On September 30 and October 1, 2017, 2 Engineer Squadron constructed an ACROW 
Bridge as part of the 32 CBG Army Reserve Open House.  
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Remembrance Day Parade 
North York Cemetery Cenotaph 

The 32 Combat Engineer Regiment annual Re-
membrance Day Parade was held on November 
11, 2017 at the North York Cemetery as the regi-
ment paused to honour those who, with their ser-
vice, and others with their lives, secured the free-
doms we now enjoy. This years parade included 32 
Service Battalion, 32 MP Platoon, 1888 RCACC, 
2754 RCACC, 180 Mosquito Sqn, RCAC. 32 CER 
Veterans. Also in attendance were the local MP, 
MPP, City Councillor, CMEA and Toronto Sapper 
Association representatives. The parade later 
marched down Yonge Street. After the parade 
members of the regiment attended the Frog and 
Firkin Pub.    



 

7 

 

Exercise Sapper Structures II  
4th Canadian Division Training Centre Meaford 

32 Combat Engineer Regiment 
deployed to 4 th Canadian Divi-
sion Training Centre (4 CDTC) 
Meaford on October 1-2, 2017. 
The regiment was tasked to 
teardown the Forward Operating 
Base (FOB) located at the north-
ern part of the base. Working in 
shifts and employing heavy 
equipment, the task was 90% 
completed before the end of the 
weekend.  
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A Brief History of the 4th Canadian  
Division 

The 4th Canadian Division was formed in the Britain in 
April 1916 from several existing units and others sched-
uled to arrive shortly thereafter. Under the command of 
Major-General David Watson, the Division embarked for 
France in August of that year where they served both in 
the Western Front in France and in Flanders until Armi-
stice Day. The 4th Canadian Division was a part of the 
Canadian Corps in the Battle of Vimy Ridge, which at-
tacked and defeated the Germans, driving them from the 
ridge.  
 
The 4th Canadian Division's principal objective was Hill 
145, the highest and most important feature of the whole 
Ridge. Once taken, its summit would give the Canadians 
a commanding view of German rearward defences in the 
Douai Plain as well as those remaining on the Ridge it-
self. Because of its importance, the Germans had forti-
fied Hill 145 with well-wired trenches and a series of 
deep dug-outs beneath its rear slope. The brigades of 
the 4th Division were hampered by fire from the Pimple, 
the other prominent height, which inflicted costly losses 
on the advancing waves of infantry. Renewed attacks 
were mounted using troops that were originally sched-
uled to attack the Pimple. Finally, in the afternoon of 
April 10, a fresh assault by a relieving brigade cleared 
the summit of Hill 145 and thus placed the whole of Vimy 
Ridge in Canadian hands. Two days later, units of the 
10th Canadian Brigade successfully stormed the Pimple. 
By that time, the enemy had accepted the loss of Vimy 
Ridge as permanent and had pulled back more than 
three kilometres.  The Division was not selected to ad-
vance into Germany and demobilisation commenced in 
late 1918. Most elements crossed to England in March 
1919 and home soon after. 
 
During the Second World War the division was reactivat-
ed as the 4th Canadian Infantry Division in 1941 and 
then converted to armour and redesignated as the 4th 
Canadian (Armoured) Division at the beginning of 1942. 
The division proceeded overseas in 1942, with its two 
main convoys reaching the United Kingdom in August 
and October.  
 
The division spent almost two years training in the Unit-
ed Kingdom before crossing to Normandy and becoming 
operational as a formation of 2nd Canadian Corps on 29 
July 1944. The formation participated in the breakout 
from Caen and the closing of the Falaise Gap. For ac-
tions during the fighting at St. Lambert-sur-Dives be-
tween 18-21 August 1944, Major David V. Currie of the 

29th Armoured Reconnaissance Regiment (The South 
Alberta Regiment) was awarded the Victoria Cross, the 
only soldier of the Canadian Armoured Corps to be so 
honoured. The division advanced to the River Seine on 
the right of 2nd Canadian Corps, sending its infantry 
across above Elbeuf on 26 August 1944, and advancing 
to the Somme River. The division crossed this next ob-
stacle on 2-3 September as the 2nd Division returned to 
Dieppe. An administrative pause followed at Abbeville, 
and the division advanced once more toward Belgium, 
where spearheads of the British Army were already in 
Brussels and Antwerp. Organizing into two battle 
groups, the division reached the Ghent Canal on 8 Sep-
tember, hitting the first of the Scheldt Fortress defences. 
Fighting for a bridgehead over the Ghent followed, as 
well as a battle to clear Bruges. More fighting to clear 
water obstacles south of the Scheldt followed, at 
Moerkerke and Eecloo.  
 
The fighting to clear the approaches to Antwerp took on 
added importance as September went on; the 2nd and 
3rd Canadian Divisions were withdrawn from the French 
channel coast and committed to the region as parts of 
the 4th Armoured was shifted east, north of Antwerp, in 
early October leaving elements to patrol the Leopold 
Canal and contain the Breskens Pocket. On 17 October 
the entire division had been shifted north of Antwerp 
and came under command of 1st British Corps to assist 
the 2nd Canadian Division in its attack on the South 
Beveland Peninsula. In turn, the division took Esschen, 
on 22 October, then Bergen op Zoom, on 27 October, 

View over the crest of Vimy Ridge showing the village of Vimy , 
which was captured by Canadian troops (DND / Library and Ar-
chives Canada / PA-001446).  



 
moving on to Sttenbergen on 4 November and on to 
Hollandschdiep.  At the conclusion of the Battle of the 
Scheldt on 8 November 1944, the division joined 1st 
Canadian Army in the Nijmegen Salient, thought re-
mained under 1st British Corps as it held positions on 
the south bank of the lower Maas River. It was re-
lieved in place from 26 November 1944 to 5 Decem-
ber by the 52nd (Lowland) Division, and then moved 
to s'Hertogenbosch where it was itself relieved on 21 
December by the 1st Polish Armoured Division, and 
went into Army reserve, to occupy positions in the 
area Breda-Tilburg, still under 1st British Corps. 
 
On 26 January 1944, The Lincoln and Welland Regi-
ment made their initial attacks on  Kapelsche Veer, a 
small island on the Maas River, in a battle that lasted 
until 31 January. The island had been the object of 
the Polish armoured division as well as Royal Marine 
Commandos in December and was the largest divi-
sional action of the winter. 
 
Operation VERITABLE, the clearance of the Rhine-
land and the preparation for the final attack on Ger-
many, began on 8 February 1945. The initial phase of 
the operation was conducted by infantry divisions of 
British 30th Corps under 1st Canadian Army; 4th Ca-
nadian (Armoured) Division, with the British 11th Ar-
moured Division, was to stand by and renew the mo-
mentum of the offensive once the 2nd Canadian 
Corps entered the battle. On 26 February, divided into 
five battle groups, the division went into the attack 
against the Hochwald Forest, clearing the high 
ground at Calcar and Udem by the next day. The 
Hochwald Gap proved troublesome and fighting last-
ed until 4 March. The fighting for Veen, the next ob-
jective, lasted until 9 March as the infantry of the 10th 
Brigade tried to wrest it from German defenders. Win-
nenthal fell on 10 March, marking the final operations 
for the division west of the Rhine. 
 
The 2nd Canadian Corps came under operational 
control of 2nd British Army for Operation PLUNDER, 
the crossing of the Rhine, which went off on 23 March 
1945. The 4th Division's artillery fired in support of the 
crossing, and 3rd Canadian Infantry Division was the 
first Canadian formation across. The headquarters of 
2nd Canadian Corps followed by the 28th, and the 
2nd Canadian Infantry Division landed on the far bank 
of the Rhine on the 28th and 29th, followed by the 4th 
Division, who entered the line to the right of both divi-
sions on 1 April 1945 as 1st Canadian Army once 
again took operational control for 2nd Canadian 
Corps.  
 
The three Canadian divisions began a northward ad-
vance, with 4th Canadian (Armoured) Division on the 
right, with 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade now also 
supporting the two infantry divisions. The 4th Ar-

moured crossed the Twente Canal west of Delden on 3 
April, cleared Almelo on 4-5 April then set its sights on 
Germany as the Polish Armoured Division returned to 2nd 
Canadian Corps to operate on the left of the 4th Ar-
moured. The division crossed the German border and 
cleared Neuenhaus, Emlichheim and Coevorden, crossed 
the Ems River, and cleared the area east of the Ems to 
the Küsten Canal. The 10th Infantry Brigade fought to-
wards Leer while the tanks cleared Sogel, Borger and 
Friesoythe. On 17 April, the division crossed the Canal at 
Edewechterdamm, eleven miles from Oldenburg, held in 
the face of German counter-attacks, then extended the 
bridgehead two miles to the Aue River by 21 April. The 
tanks again took the lead as the division advanced on 
Bad Zwischenahn, which fell on 30 April. The division was 
10 miles north of Oldenburg when the cease fire was or-
dered on 5 May 1945. The division was disbanded on 
effective 27 December, 27, 1945. 
 
The Land Force Central Area (LFCA) was created on 
September1, 1991, taking command of what was previ-
ously Central Militia Area and the Regular Force Army 
units and formations in Ontario from the northern Lake-
head region to the border with Quebec. At that point in 
time, the six subordinate militia districts were reorganized 
into four: Northern Ontario District, London District, Toron-
to District, and Ottawa District each one garrisoned by a 
brigade of militia troops and a small number of regular 
support staff. In 1997, the four reserve force districts were 

Structure of the 4th Canadian Division today. 
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Toronto Maple Leafs and  
Toronto FC Kids Camps 

Each summer the regiments pro-
vides support to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs Kids Hockey Camp  and The 
Toronto Football Club Kids Camp. 
The Toronto Maple Leafs Kids Hock-
ey Camp is a weeklong educational 
summer hockey camp held at the 
MasterCard Centre in Etobicoke. 
The camp utilizes Maple Leafs play-
ers, coaches and hockey specialists 
to teach the game. The TFC camp is 
held at the Toronto FC Training Fa-
cility in Downsview Park. The TFC 
Camps are designed to provide 
young athletes with an all-around 
professional soccer experience both 
on and off the field. The support pro-
vided by the regiment incudes the  
construction of a confidence course 
and organizing team building activi-
ties for the participants. 
 
Photos: Sgt Chow  giving a lecture to on 
military clothing. Insert:  Toronto FC Sum-
mer Camp  
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Depart with Dignity 

Captain P.S. Granger, CD 
 
Captain Peter Granger born on September 12, 1957 
and was enrolled in 2nd Field Engineer Regiment on 
June 1, 1977 under the Summer Youth Training Pro-
gram. On completion of his Basic Military Training and 
QL3 Field Engineer Course he was promoted to Cor-
poral on June 1, 1978. He attended the QL5 Field Engi-
neer Course in Chilliwack in 1992 and was promoted to 
MCpl on August 15, 1980 on completion of his PLQ 
Course. On October 29, 1982 he was promoted to Ser-
geant. On completion of his Senior Leaders Course he 
was promoted to Warrant Officer in 1992. He was pro-
moted to Master Warrant Officer on May 23, 1993.  
 
Captain Granger was employed in a variety of positions 
at the unit from Section Commander to Squadron Ser-
geant Major of both the Regiment’s Field Squadrons.  
He commissioned to the rank of Captain on December 
7, 2011. Since his commission, Captain Granger has 
held the position of Officer Commanding of both 2 Field 
Engineer Squadron and 47 Field Engineer Squadron. 
Since he joined he has been on all summer concentra-
tions including Ex Golden Coyote which took place in 
South Dakoda in 2014. He held the position of Opera-
tions Officer working with 110 MEB. In 2016 he attend-
ed Ex Stalwart Responder with 33 CBG which dealt 
with aid to civilian authorities during disaster relief. 
Captain Granger was awarded his 2rd Clasp on his CD 
for 40 years in the Canadian Armed Forces. He was 
also awarded the District Commanders Commendation 
in 1998.  
 
In his civilian life, Captain Granger has a Diploma in 
Business Administration from Humber College and has 
been employed with Sealy Canada since 1997. He is 
married to Wendy Huang and has one daughter, Ni-
colette.  

Master Warrant Office Podesta, CD 
 
Master Warrant Officer Podesta joined the 2nd Field 
Engineer Regiment (renamed 32 Combat Engineer 
Regiment in 2007) on 23 May 1984 and completed his 
basic training and Driver Wheel Course under the Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program.   He attended York 
University, graduating with Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
1986 and was later employed as a surveyor with R.V. 
Anderson Associates Limited.  He completed QL3 
Basic Field Engineer course in June 1985 and later 
went to CFB Petawawa to attend the QL 5 Field Engi-
neer Qualification course, which he completed in July 
1985.  He was promoted to Master Corporal in 1988 
after completing my Junior NCO Course. After complet-
ing the Field Engineer QL6A course he was promoted 
to Sergeant in 1990.  He completed his Field Engineer 
QL6B and Senor Leaders Course in 1992.  
 
From September 1992 to June 29, 1993, WO Podesta 
deployed to CFB Petawawa with 2 Combat Engineer 
Regiment for pre- training and later deployed overseas 
on Operation Deliverance. On returning from the mis-
sion, he was employed on Class B as the Regimental 
Quartermaster from 1994 to 2002.  In addition to his 
quartermaster duties, during the summer months, he 
has instructed at Canadian School of Military Engineer-
ing (CFSME). He was promoted to Warrant Officer in 
1997.  
 
At 32 Combat Engineer Regiment, WO Podesta has 
held various supervisor positions within the field engi-
neer troop from section commander, Troop Recce NCO 
and Troop Warrant.  He held appointments as Squad-
ron Sergeant Major (SSM) for 2 Field Engineer Squad-
ron and 27 Support Squadron and since 2009 has been 
the SSM of 47 Field Engineer Squadron. WO Podesta 
held the position of QMSI from 2015 to 2017 and was 
promoted to Master Warrant Officer effective January 
13, 2017.  Since 2002, he has been employed with the 
Canada Revenue Agency. 
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In this issue we will look into the role 2nd Field Company 
C.E. had during the first gas attack. The 2nd Field Com-
pany had been in the area of Ypres on 15th April 1915. 
They were under the command of Capt. T.C. Irving and 
were responsible for repairing the fighting positions, re-
pairing, or building obstacles. This work continued on, 
then on 22 April, the Germans launched a massive bom-
bardment on the French positions left of the Ypres sali-
ent. during this, they released clouds of chlorine gas, 
which drifted back 3 miles! The French fell back (ran 
away) leaving a gap of 8000 yards for the Canadians to 
defend on top of their own area! By late afternoon 2nd 
Field Company was reporting it was being shelled and 
gassed badly. The CRE ordered them back to the Yser 
Canal to prep temporary bridges for demolition. Fou-
gasses were placed on the approaches to the barge 
bridge, they then dug in with the infantry. On the 23rd 
they were ordered forward to the south of St. Julien to 
assist the infantry of 2nd Cdn Infantry Battalion. there the 
sited, dug and wired in new fighting positions. They were 
under artillery fire for most of the day also! next time we 
carry on with what awaits the 2nd Field Company!  
Chimo. 
 
Image: The Second Battle of Ypres 
Source: Collections Canada, Library and Archives Canada, MIKAN 283759 

Tin Hair’s History Corner 

By Sgt (Ret’d) Pat Little, CD 

The Second Battle of Ypres  

The Second Battle of Ypres was the first major battle fought by Canadian troops 
in the First World War took place from 22 April to 25 May 1915, outside the 
Belgian city of Ypres. The untested Canadians distinguished themselves as a 
determined fighting force, resisting the horror of the first large-scale poison gas 
attack in modern history, and holding a strategically critical section of the front-
line until reinforcements could be brought in. More than 6,500 Canadians were 
killed, wounded or captured in the battle. 
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Engineer Equipment 

Kubota SVL75-2HFWC Compact Track Loader 

CAM Superline GR8CAM820DO-R Trailer 

The Reserve Force Light Equipment Project has the aim to deliver compact track loader capabilities to ten Canadian 
Army (CA) Reserve Force (ResF) Combat Engineer Regiments (CERs). Compact track loaders in the ResF CERs are 
approaching the end of their life-cycle. Furthermore, a restructuring of sub-units  was approved by the Director of the 
Royal Canadian Engineers to see the creation of the light equipment troop, along with re-assigning the heavy equipment 
troop to a Force Generation role. The ResF Light Eqpt Project was developed to address this capability deficiency with 
the delivery of  21 x Compact track loaders with ancillary equipment and 21 Trailers. 
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 Sapper News 

Regimental promotions awarded at stand - up parade September 8, 2017 (Left to right) Sgt Burton, Cpl Jajou, Cpl MCpl Grisales, Cpl 
Smith,. Receiving commissioning scrolls from the CO are Lt Stormes, Lt Olea-Ortega. 2Lt Beard and 2Lt Cham.  

Promotions (Left to right) Sgt Mitrica, Cpl Fonseca, Cpl Anim, Cpl Donnelly 

32 CER Annual Christmas Dinner  

32 CBG Open House 
 
On September 30 and October 1, 
2017, the regiment set-up an engi-
neer display and constructed a 
ACROW Bridge for the 32 CBG 
Army Reserve Open House at 
Denison Armoury. The public was 
invited to attend to see the work 



 

Upcoming Training / Events 
 
23-25 Mar 2018 - Exercise Breaching Sapper 
27 Mar 2018 - Admin Night 
30 Mar 2018 - No training (Good Friday/Easter) 
3 Apr 2018 - Admin Night 
6 Apr 2018 - Training Night (SATS, IBTS, BFT) 
7 Apr 2018 - Ranges 

10 Apr 2017- Admin Night 
13 Apr 2018 -Training Night (SATS, IBTS, BFT) 
17 Apr 2018 -Admin Night 
20-22 Apr 2018 - Ex Able Warrior (IBTS) 
24 Apr 2018 - Admin Night 
27 Apr 2018 -Training Night / Depart with Dignity 

1 May 2018 - Admin Night 
4 May 2018 - Training Night 
5 May 2018 -  Sappers Ball 
8 May 2018 - Admin Night 
11-13 May 2018 - Excise Chimo Run (IBTS/Executrix) 
15 May 2018 - Admin Night 
18 May 2018 - Training Night 
22 May 2018 - Admin Night 
25 May 2018 - No Training (long weekend) 
29 May 2018 - Admin Night 
1 Jun 2018 - Ubique Challenge 

5 Jun 2018 - Admin Night 
8 Jun 2018 - Unit Stand down / BBQ 
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The Toronto Sapper 
 
The Toronto Sapper is a newsletter designed as a forum for the pas-
sage of information past, present and future and to develop Esprit De 
Corps within  32 Combat  Engineer Regiment. The views and opinions 
expressed herein do not necessarily represent official opinion or poli-
cy.  
 
Submission of articles and photographs are welcome electronically in 
Word format. Photographs must be accompanied by cut lines that 
identify the activity and personnel (rank, first name, and surname). 
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject articles.  
 
32 Combat Engineer Regiment 
LCol George Taylor Dension III  Armoury,           
1 Yukon Lane, Toronto, ON, M3K 0A1 
 
Front Cover:  ACROW bridge construction at Denison Armoury 
during Ex Sapper Structures I. Back cover: Sappers preparing 
demolition charges in Borden during in Ex Basic Sapper  24-26 No-
vember 2017.  

Awards and Promotions 
 
Canadian Forces Decoration 
Cpl Williams 
 
Promotions 
Lt Stormes 
Lt Yamauchi 
Lt Olea-Ortega 
2Lt Beard 
2Lt Cham 
Sgt Burton 
Sgt Mitrica 
MCpl Cameron 
MCpl Grisales 
MCpl Millard 
MCpl Morgan 
Cpl Al-Homedawy 
Cpl Donnelly 
Cpl Jajou 
Cpl Walls 
Cpl Zeng 
Cpl Counsins 
Cpl Anim 
Cpl Fonseca 
 
Attachments  
Major Benveniste from Australian Army 
Cpl Cope from 31 CER 
Cpl Turner from PRL 
Pte Charlebois from CFLTC Borden 
 

Announcements 
 
The CO and I would like to Congratulate Capt Pinheiro and 
his wife, Eloa’, on the birth of their first child, a baby boy. 
Ethan Augusto Pinheiro, 3.6kg, 54.5cm, born Sunday 14 Jan.  
 
Captain Brian Norris’ daughter, Claire Pauline Norris was born 
last night weighing 8 pounds and 12 ounces. Both Claire and 
Pauline are doing well.  11 Dec 2017 
 
Congratulations to Cpl Dewell and his wife, Lynn, on the birth 
of their first child, a beautiful healthy baby boy. Daniel James 
Dewell, 7lbs 11oz, born Tuesday 13 Feb. 
 
Changes to Command Appointments 
 
32 CER is pleased to appoint Major Sam Benveniste Officer 
Commanding 2 Field Engineer Squadron. Major Benveniste is 
a fully qualified Major in the Royal Australian Engineers. His 
civilian employment as an orthopaedic surgeon brings him to 
Toronto for a fellowship at St Michael's Hospital for the bal-
ance of training year and trough the summer, during which 
time he will parade with 32 CER. Major Benveniste is married 
and together with his wife Ana will be living in downtown To-
ronto before returning to Australia in September.  




