
History of the Pigspiel 

 

 
The first bonspiel held for the Base Construction Engineers was held in 1967 in Petawawa. CWO 

Caughey and WO Lopatriello were the backbone in getting the first Engineers bonspiel off the 

ground. The committee decided to have a roast pig for the banquet. One of the members thought, 

it would only be fair to show their gratitude for the feast they would enjoy that weekend by 

saying grace. The committee also decided to have the honoured guest lead the curlers in the 

opening ceremonies. Due to the honoured guest feeling a little under the weather, and not able to 

walk, the committee laid him on a stretcher and gently parade him onto the ice. From that day 

on, this engineer’s spiel has been called the Pigspiel. 

 

 Winners of the first spiel were Sgt Pat Lopatriello, Sgt Bud Crocker, Spr Karl Larson and 

Spr Mac Torrie. The first Pigspiel was so successful that the committee decided to go bigger and 

better; the field engineers were invited to be part of the organizing committee and participate in 

the Pigspiel. The spiel was held in April 1968 with most of the events being held at the curling 

annex and some curling going on in the new Centennial Centre. The spiel rapidly grew to a 64 

rink bonspiel. Rinks booked in from coast to coast across Canada and even Ventured in from 

Germany.  

  

 In 1974, the eighth annual Pigspiel moved to London. This was the first year since the 

“Pig” was initiated that there weren’t 64 rinks. That particular year turned out to be quite 

eventful as it was held at the same time as the Tournament of Hearts. Accommodations were 

scarce and the rink was being shared with the Heart players. This was not good combination! 

The Pigspiel moved to its original home, CFB Petawawa in 1975 and remained there until 2006.  

 

 The “Pigspiel” is the senior spiel for the Engineers. There is the “Eastern Beaver” and the 

“Western Beaver” but the PIG is the “Boss hog” on the ice. At one time, the winners of the 

Pigspiel and the winners of the Western Beaver spiel would earn a free entry to go to each 

other’s spiel.  

 

 The Pigspiel has not gone without its own bump on the road. The once mighty 64 rinks 

(with a waiting list), sometimes couldn’t scrape up 24 rinks. In the 37 years history of the 

Pigspiel, due to changing times and commitments, the spiel was cancelled twice, in 1993 and 

1998. In addition, as Base Construction Engineering was being downsized, the Pigspiel was 

handed over to 2 CER. Due to the hard work of MWO Ed Ingleby, the “Pig” survived until 2002. 

Due to heavy commitments, 2 CER handed the reins back to CE in 2003. When asked by the 

BCEW, Maj Weber, committee members such as Roy Barker and Chuck Davidson, who have 

experience as organizing committee members for over 25years, they were more than eager to see 

the spiel come back under BCE. It is through the cooperation of 2 CER and BCE that the spiel is 

the senior spiel of the engineers and has run for 36 out of 38 years.   

 

 The fall of 2003 saw the Twin Rivers Curling Club, originally the Centennial Centre, 

close its doors. MWO Pierre Laforest and Roy Barker searched for another venue to host the 



spiel but to no avail. No other base had the manpower or interest in running the spiel and as a last 

resort, the Deep River Curling Club was booked for the event  

 

 Flyers were sent out and teams started to register. It certainly looked like the 35
th

 Annual 

Pigspiel would get 32 teams that year. As time got closer to the event, teams started to drop out 

and the end result was the lowest participation ever with only 15 teams. It was feared that we 

were reaching the end of an era. The committee ploughed through however and put together the 

36
th

 Pigspiel held in Pembroke in 2005. It was feared however that it would turn out to be the 

“36th” and Final Pigspiel. Many were wondering if the end of the once mighty Pigspiel was 

finally here! The Future certainly didn’t appear to be bright with more and more of the old 

spielers fading away and curling clubs closing everywhere. Were we witnessing the Pigspiel 

being led to the slaughterhouse? 

 

 In early 2006, the CFB Kingston BCEO, Major Steve Arthurs received a a phone call 

from Petawawa as the old guard were toying with the idea of holding the 37
th

 Annual Pigspiel in 

Kingston since there were no curling rinks to be found in Petawawa, Trenton or Borden. The 

Kingston Garrison Golf and Curling Club was a perfect choice. Maj Arthurs immediately 

enlisted two well-known curling enthusiasts as co-chairpersons: Robin Wombolt and Harry 

Hodgkinson. Needless to say, they were more than happy to keep the tradition alive.   

 

  The “Pig” has come close to extinction in the past but it always managed to rise again, 

This year’s committee will make sure this glorious event is given every opportunity to, not only 

survive but succeed and live on. 


