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Exercise GUERRIER NORDIQUE 2013:  

Culmination Of 30 Years In Canadian Military Expertise 
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Gathered on the shore of Lac de la Squaw, near Schefferville, Quebec on February 28, a group of 
curious onlookers impatiently awaits the arrival of the Royal Canadian Air Force plane. The 
crowd is buzzing.  

“Is the plane going to land?” asks a little girl from the Innu community.  

Suddenly, they hear the far-off rumble of the aircraft’s four turboprops. The crowd looks to the 
sky and spots the CC-130J Hercules. Lights on, wings in landing position, the aircraft 
approaches and lightly touches down on the ice runway. This is the first time a J Model CC-130 
Hercules has landed on an ice runway in Canada.  

 

 

Historic Landing Part Of Ex Guerrier Nordique  

“Landing a tactical transport plane on ice is an operation that calls for rigorous planning,” points 
out Major Sébastien Picard, deputy director of Exercise GUERRIER NORDIQUE 2013 (EX 
GN). “A range of factors is taken into account, including the size of the site, the wind direction 
and the sea currents,” he added. 

Starting in mid-January, some 40 engineers from 5 Combat Engineer Regiment (5 CER) and 35 
Combat Engineer Regiment (35 CER) undertook to build an ice landing strip in preparation for 
the February EX GN.  

“We needed some two weeks to clear the site and over three weeks to spray the runway,” points 
out Corporal Brian Buteau from 35 CER.  
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“After that, we were probably the only fools in Québec who prayed for the mercury to fall below 
zero,” says Major Jean-François Huot of 5 CER. “When Mother Nature isn’t co-operating, you 
start having problems landing these big military transport planes.”  

“In late February, we finally obtained certification from the experts at 1 Canadian Air Division 
and 1 Engineering Support Unit,” explained Captain Guy Dufour. “They checked the ice 
thickness and did adhesion tests on the runway. After that, all we had to do was mark the runway 
for d-day,” he added.  

According to the pilot, Capt Ian Wright, “The stable surface of an ice runway is similar to 
concrete. But the similarities to a regular landing end there. After the flare, which has to be 
precise, you have to use the available runway length to gradually transfer the weight of the 
aircraft onto the landing gear.” 

Aside from last year’s attempt at building an ice landing strip, you have to look back to 
Operation CÉSAR in 1983 to find Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) members constructing an ice 
runway. 

Training Develops Regimental Skills  

“This type of training is essential. It helps develop regimental skills that tend to fade over time,” 
points out Capt Jean-Gabriel Fortin of 5 CER.  

“The different elements and units involved in the exercise have been important force multipliers 
for the land efforts,” notes Brigadier-General Richard Giguère, Commander Land Force Quebec 
Area.  

“If CAF members from Quebec are ever called upon to take part in a domestic operation in the 
North, we’ll be ready,” added Lieutenant-colonel Jean-Pascal Levasseur, commanding officer of 
5 CER and director of EX GN 2013.  

EX GN 2013 took place from February 19 to March 9, with nearly 350 soldiers from different 
parts of Quebec participating. The main objective of the training was to prepare the troops for 
any future operations in northern Quebec. 

 
 


