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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Happy New Year to all. 
 
You will be able top see that 39 CER rounded out the year with dinners to honour the Sappers 
and Soldiers that serve 39 CER!  In addition, Ex PALADIN RESPONSE carries on and gets 
better every year.  As you all know a lot of hard work by full time and part time staff at the 
Regiment goes into planning an exercise of this magnitude during the end of the year.  This also 
includes support from 39 CBG HQ as well as support from 3 DIV HQ.  All members of 39 CER 
should be proud of this exercise and what it accomplishes. Well done all. 
 
This newsletter is a good read from the beginning to the end.  Enjoy. 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill Wenman 
President  
 
 
HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 
On Saturday 10 December 2022, Maj Andrew Gowe, OC 6 ES, and WO Gary Izawa, SSM 6 ES, 
presented Cpl Roy O’Sullivan his CD. 
 



 
EXERCISES 
 
Ex VIGILANT SAPPER 
 
On Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 November 44 ES conducted a weekend exercise focused 
exclusively on weapons training.  Members will conduct ranges at CASINO day and night on 
Saturday, stayed overnight at the armouries on Saturday night, and conducted a partial day of 
ranges on Sunday, also at CASINO.  All combat arms soldiers achieved C7 PWT 3, if they 
hadn't already achieved it on Ex SAPPER SHOOTER in September.  MCpl Horney achieved the 
top score for PWT 3 at 48 points, which is one round shy of perfect.  Soldiers also completed the 
PWT night shoot.  Much of Ex VIGILANT SAPPER consisted of serials from the CAF 
Operational Shooting Program to increase the proficiency of members.  This included serials on 
adopting tactical stances, shooting accurately, reload drills, turning and firing, walking then 
stopping and firing, and shooting from barricades.  In addition, members qualified on C9 
completed fired day and night serials on those weapons, including PWT 2.  22 pers in total 
attended the exercise.  Saturday was a long day on the range with a particularly cold and windy 
night once the sun went down. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
Everyone warmed up over a feast of pasta, meatballs, and roast chicken from the Colander 
restaurant, which was contracted to provide meals for the exercise 
 
 
 



Ex PALADIN RESPONSE 
 
Ex PALADIN RESPONSE 2022 (Ex PR 22), is an annual engineer mobility operations exercise 
set in a domestic operations (DomOps) context, conducted in the Chilliwack over 26-31 
December 2022.  Ex PR 22 focuses on developing and practicing Primary Reserve Engineer 
bridging capabilities.  For Ex PR 22, the primary training audience (PTA) conducted a four days 
of stand-based training on construction of Medium Girder Bridge (MGB), Medium Raft (MR), 
ACROW Bridge, and operation of Assault Boats.  The secondary training audiences (STA) 
comprising of junior officers and senior NCOs conducted CP and support operations in their 
trade specialties.  Ex PR 22 is led and planned by 39 CER, and sees participation from other 
engineer units across Canada.  Support from 3 Div includes the bridging resources, maintainers, 
and a bridge storeman.  Support from 39 Sigs Regt, 39 Svc Bn and 11/12 Fd Amb is essential to 
the exercise and provides secondary training opportunities for respective Battle Task Standards 
(BTS).  Ex PR 22 utilizes both military and non-military lands in the Chilliwack area. 
 
215 all ranks attended over 5 days of training.  Three sites were established to conduct training 
with 5 Fd Troops organized as the PTA.  A robust HQ and support element was formed to 
support the exercise. 
 
Sappers from all reserve regiments in Canada attended, with significant support provided by 1 
EET, 39 Svc Bn and 39 Sigs Regt.  The pinnacle of Sapper Competition, the single story bridge 
competition, was steeped with determination seeing 5 Tp comprising of members from 32, 33, 
34, 36, 37, 38, 39 and 41 CERs taking bragging rights at 17 min 50 sec. 
 
Cpl Giesbrecht of 6 ES was awarded the Sgt George Miok trophy recognizing him as standing 
out from his peers in terms of attitude, leadership, work ethic and overall Sappering. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
On 28 December 2022, CTV News filmed a news clip (Army reservists gather for annual 
disaster response training | CTV News) that highlights the training that took place during the 
exercise. 
 
 
 



SAPPER APPRECIATION DINNERS 
 
44 Engineer Squadron 
 
44 Engineer Squadron held their annual Soldier Appreciation Dinner at the Trail Legion on 03 
December 2022.  The annual dinner is to celebrate and recognize the hard work and dedication 
displayed by the Sappers of the 44th throughout the year whether it was on training, exercises, 
courses, or deployments (expeditionary and domestic).  The event was well attended with 22 
members participating and it was enjoyed by all.  The Trail Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 
11 proved to be exceptional hosts and provided an excellent turkey dinner.  Of particular note, 44 
ES Honourary LCol Weatherford kindly donated four bottles of quality port for the toasts.  
 

 
44 ES Soldier Appreciation Dinner set-up at the Trail Legion 

CO 39 CER LCol Stephen Piers and RSM 39 CER CWO Charles Rochlow attended the 
celebration much to the delight of 44 ES members.  LCol Piers and RSM Rochlow awarded 39 
CER Command Team coins to four members who have been part of the unit for 2 years and are 
DP1 qualified.  The recipients were Capt Helmer-Smith, Cpl Mark, Spr McCready, Cpl Mark, 
and Sapper Redding.  Following mess tradition, the coins were presented by the youngest and 
oldest Sappers, Pte Anderson and Cpl Markin, respectively. 
 
Squadron Awards were then presented by OC 44 ES, Maj Nils French, to recognize specific 
individuals. 
 
Awards 
 
Sapper of the Year:  Spr McCready - Awarded to the Sapper (Pte or Cpl) who is considered the 
most professional, effective, and teamwork-oriented member of the Fd Tp. 
 
NCO of the Year:  Cpl Krenz - Awarded to the member (Cpl – Sgt) who is considered the most 
professional, knowledgeable, and strongest leader in the Sqn. 
 
 



Other Trades of the Year:  Cpl Matern (OR Supervisor) - Awarded to the member (any rank) 
who best represents and assists the Sqn and is not a Combat Engineer by Trade or currently 
filling a CSS role within the Sqn. 
 
44ES Warrior of the Year:  Cpl Johnson - Solely decided by the Fd Tp, awarded to the member 
who best reacts to tasks in the field, the “break glass in case of war” soldier, the hard charger, the 
one you want as your fire team partner. 
 
Top Shot Award:  MCpl Horney (48/49) - Awarded to the member who scores best on the C7 
PWT 3 Range. 
 
OC Cup:  MCpl Coombs - Awarded to the member (any rank) who has made significant 
contributions to the Sqn throughout the year, as decided by OC 44 ES. 
 
 
Upon completion of the dinner, the soldiers returned to the Trail Armoury to take part in friendly 
Sapper competitions including a popsicle stick ACROW bridge build between 3 Sapper teams 
and a “stein hoisting” competition.  Cpl Hirschfeld, Trail’s newest HRA clerk who recently 
relocated from Gander, Newfoundland, out-hoisted 3 Sappers with a time of 6 minutes 18 
seconds.  A CO versus OC chariot jousting battle also occurred as part of the evening’s 
festivities.  The CO won the chariot competition as he successfully jousted the final target, a 
hanging Ammo Can. 
 

 
 

Cpl Mark places battery packs during the popsicle stick ACROW Bridge Build 



 
 

Cpl Mark, Cpl Markin, and Cpl Krenz participating in the popsicle stick ACROW Bridge Build 

 

 
 
 
The evening concluded with drinks at the mess as a chance for all members to exchange training, 
course, and tour stories from the past training year, discuss ideas for what is sure to be another 
exciting year, and to cheers the holiday season. 
 



 
 

Pte Mullaly, Spr Redding, and Cpl Mark with Fruitvale Holiday Train Tickets donated by HLCol 
Weatherford 

 
 
54 Engineer Squadron 
 
On 10 December 2022, 54 ES and Admin Sqn held an Appreciation Dinner for their soldiers.  
The CO, LCol Stephen Piers, and the RSM, CWO Charles Rochlow, along with the HCol Sharon 
Gaetz presided over the dinner recognizing the hard work and dedication of the soldiers in this 
past year.  Regimental Coins were given to newly minted Sappers Aikema and Macholz. 
 
The Squadron also recognized the following members: 
 
MCpl of the Year - MCpl Cranley 
Cpl of the Year - Cpl Wuenche 
Most dedicated Sapper - Cpl Dias 
Top Shot - Spr Aikema 
 



 
 
MCpl Cranley receiving his award from the Adjt, Capt A.J. Miklas, and SSM 54, MWO J.C. 
Mader. 
 

 
 
Cpl Dias receiving his award from the Adjt, Capt A.J. Miklas, and SSM 54, MWO J.C. Mader. 
 
 



6 Engineer Squadron 
 
On 10 December 2022, 6 ES held an Appreciation Dinner for their soldiers and awarded the 
following: 
 
Sapper of the Year – Spr Shariati 
Fd Tp Cpl of the Year – Cpl Shepperd 
Cpl of the Year – Cpl Ha 
Sp Tp Member of the Year – Cpl Tam 
 
HONOURARY COLONEL SHARON GAETZ 
 

 



 
Hon. Col. Gaetz was first elected as a councillor to Chilliwack City Council, and in 2008 was 
elected as the first female mayor in Chilliwack's history. 
 
Hon. Col. Gaetz is an ordained minister, a former school trustee and holds honorary 
memberships in the Chilliwack Rotary Clubs and the Chilliwack and District Agricultural 
Society.  
 
1. Who inspires you? 
 
A simple woman, Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu.  You may know her from her many humanitarian 
acts around the world and her heart for the broken and disenfranchised.  She washed the feet of 
despised and diseased lepers.  She captured my heart as a teenager.  You may know her by her 
simple blue and white sari – and by the name gifted to her, Mother Theresa.  
 
 
2. When you were approached to be an Honorary Colonel, what were the reasons that made you 
want to accept the position? 
 
I must say that it was a most unexpected honour and that I never even knew that such a position 
or role existed.  I have lived in Chilliwack since I was a young child and have always been proud 
of the heritage of Camp Chilliwack, which later became Canadian Forces Base Chilliwack.  I 
would see the soldiers at events in our city and know that they were protecting our country.  I 
have a profound respect for anyone who gives their life to this service.  
 
 
3. How did you imagine military life before you joined?  How did your perceptions change after? 
 
My grandfather served as a gunner in WW1 and he was reticent to share stories of his 
experiences.  It was long before there was help for those who suffered from PTSD and, sadly, he 
saw and felt things that troubled him for the rest of his life.  My grandmother’s eyes would fill 
with tears when she told of his return home.  She said he returned a different man bringing only 
louse infested clothing that needed to be burned.  
 
My perceptions have not changed since my appointment.  I am honoured to be a representative 
of highly trained men and women who are proud of the work that they do here and abroad.  It did 
take me awhile to figure out how to dress for the job! 
 
 
4. Do you think of 39 CER differently in light of domestic disasters that have impacted the 
Fraser Valley region in recent years? 
 
I do remember the days when there was a full military presence in BC and I miss the 
opportunities that we had to work together, particularly in emergencies.  However small we now 
are, we are mighty and ready to pitch in.  Our province would have faced disaster without the 
help of military firefighters and the flooding situation in the Fraser Valley would have been far 
worse had soldiers not been there to assist.  It was so helpful to have military equipment and 
personnel on the ground.  
 
 



5. What would you like to accomplish as the Honorary Colonel for your unit? 
 
Oh I have so much to learn - and such little time.  Our appointment by the Ministry of Defense is 
for three years and may be extended for another three. In that time, I hope to work closely with 
the Commanding Officer.  I have a lot of experience and strong relationships and would like to 
assist with better connecting 39 CER to community.  I have strong ties to Sto:lo Nation, the 
University of the Fraser Valley and to the business sector.  And of course, I want to hear stories 
from the troops and buy a lot of beer.  
 
 
6. What advice do you have for Canadians interested in joining the military? 
 
Do it. Do it. Do it. You will learn so much.  You will be well supported with great benefits. And 
you will have an opportunity to give back to your country.  
 
 
7. What would you like Canadians to know about the combat engineers? 
 
Combat Engineers are a proud part of Canada’s past and will continue to lead us into the future.  
The primary role of Military Engineering is to permit friendly forces to live, move and fight on 
the field of battle and to deny the same to the enemy.  Our motto is ‘Ubique’ which is Latin for 
‘Everywhere’.  Our greeting or toast is ‘Chimo’ which comes from the Inuktitut greeting that 
means ‘hello’, ‘goodbye’ or peace be with you.  Engineers are respected.  They are frank and to 
the point.  When I asked one engineer what he liked most about his job he told me that he loves 
to build things and to blow up things.  There is serious business out on the field and a whole lot 
of laughing and camaraderie in the mess.  And the relationships you will make in engineering 
will last a lifetime. 
 
 
8. Are you available to advise members within your unit about education or general career 
advice?  If so, how should they contact you? 
 
I am always available to advise members and they can contact me at: 
sharongaetz.chwk@gmail.com. Chimo! 
 
 
2022 CMEA Bursaries 
 
Andrew Jarvis, was awarded the Colonel Richard Clement Moody Bursary.  Capt Jarvis. 
Recently the former Adjutant of 39 CER, will be transferring from the Regular Force to the 
Reserve Force and will join 39 CER.  Andrew is working on a Master of Arts degree in 
Counselling Psychology at Yorkville University (via distant Learning).  He intends to work as a 
therapist for veterans and serving members 
 



 
Andrew Jarvis receives the CMEA Memorial Bursary from John MacPherson, CMEA Registrar 
in Chilliwack BC 
 
 
Damon Mader, has been awarded the Sergeant Ivan Lethbridge Stark Bursary.  Damon is 
working on his Electronic Technician and Automation & Robotics Technician certificates over 
the next couple of years at the University of the Fraser Valley in Chilliwack.  Damon is the son 
of MWO Chris Mader, SSM 54 ES, 39 CER 
 

 
 
Presenting the certificate and cheque is John MacPherson, CMEA Registrar/CMEA Chilliwack. 



ROBBIE BURNS DINNER 
 

 
 
This year the 39 CER J.P. Fell Pipe Band, will be hosting the annual Robbie Burns Dinner at eh 
J.P. Fell Armouries (home of 6 ES) on Saturday 4 February 2023.  Tickets are $75.  If you are 
interested please contact Alex Chisamore 604-988-1969  alexchisamore@gmail.com 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 
President:  Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)   wenman_39@telus.net 
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)   president@39cer.ca 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 
 
Board Members 
Bill Diamond 
Cameron McLean LCol 
David Blake-Knox Maj (Ret’d) 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 
 


