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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Hi all, as we can see by reading this newsletter that things are back to normal with Sappers 
conducting some pretty good training.  There have also been some members of the Regiment that 
have retired or moved on with various Departure with Dignities.  It also with sadness that we 
acknowledge the loss of one of former members.  2022 will however round out with the Soldiers 
Appreciation dinners in three locations followed by Exercise Paladin Response.  In closing, on 
behalf of the Association, I will wish serving members, association members and their families a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill Wenman 
President  
 
 
EXERCISES 
 
Exercise SAPPER DESTROYER 
 
From 18 - 25 October members of 6 and 54 Engineer Squadron along with supporting elements 
of Regimental Headquarters and Pioneers from the Seaforth Highlanders, deployed to CFB 
Wainwright  to participate in Exercise SAPPER DESTROYER. 
 
On Thursday evening, 6 ES and 54 ES boarded a charter flight to Edmonton, followed by a bus 
to Wainwright, Alberta, conduct Ex SAPPER DESTROYER, a 3.5 day training exercise 



focussed on IBTS.  On Friday a C7 PWT3 range was run.  Friday night the troops got their 
orders for the demolition range, and had time to develop their plans for the next day.  Saturday 
the focus was on demolition, including steel cutting, wood cutting, concrete destruction, and 
beehives.  A small number of troops also completed a C9 range early in the morning.  Sunday 
included 9mm pistol, shotgun, and CBRN (gas hut).  Attached were 2 representatives from the 
Seaforths who lent their expertise on the ranges. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
The exercise focused on live fire of the C7 service rifle, C9 light machine gun, 9mm pistol, and 
shotgun along with a gas hut refresher.  In addition, in lieu of the ongoing closure of the Slesse 
Demolition Range, the Regiment took full advantage of the Wainwright range complex and spent 
a day conducting live demolitions. 
 



 
 
Despite unseasonably dry conditions causing daily range fires, the Regiment held a very 
successful annual readiness exercise. 
 
 
Ex RIBBON RAFTER 
 

 
 
6 ES and 54 ES conducted Ex RIBBON RAFTER IVO Chilliwack on 18-20 November 2022.  
The main effort was supporting the TAV visit from 1 EES, to prepare bridging and boats for next 
month’s Ex PALADIN RESPONSE.  This occurred at Maple Bay on Cultus Lake, and the 
maintainers hard work over the past years led to a very smooth exercise.  Secondary activities 



included the Final Planning Conference for Ex PALADIN RESPONSE attended by much of the 
regiment leadership and our partners from other units in 39CBG who support this exercise.  A 
C7 PWT3 range was also run at Vokes, to give our troops every opportunity to meet their annual 
weapon qualification. 
 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 

 
 
Cpl Giesbrecht standing vigil at the North Vancouver Cenotaph. 
 
 

 



 
Sapper Siemens placing his poppy on the 6 ES 100th Anniversary Cairn.  This practice started by 
LCol Cameron McLean when he was the OC 6 ES, has all soldiers placing their poppy on the 
cairn following the Remembrance Day parade as a mark of respect for those who served at 6 ES. 
 
 

 
 
On 11 November 44 ES paraded a total of 17 personnel to the cenotaph in downtown Trail for 
the annual ceremony, with two members supporting from the armoury with the air raid siren.  
Major French led the procession and placed the wreath on behalf of the regiment, Honorary LCol 
Weatherford stood at the dias to receive the salute on the march past, SSM Batch read the names 
of the fallen, and MCpl Horney and Cpl Buckley stood vigil at the cenotaph.  The group moved 
to the Trail Legion after the ceremony, then to the Rossland Legion, then back to the armoury 
mess for a few hours with some guests from the community. 
 
  



 
DEPART WITH DIGNITY 
 
WO Craig MacLeod 
 

 
 
On Saturday 28 November 20022 members of the Regiment past and present, and family 
gathered to honour Craig MacLeod’s 44 years of service to the Canadian Forces.  Craig spent his 
entire 44 years of service (January 1977 -May 2021) with 6 ES.  During that service he held 
numerous positions and retired as the SSM. 
 
 
DEATH 
 
Capt Eric Cheung 
 

 
 



Capt. Eric Cheung, 38, died Saturday 5 November 2022.  Capt Cheung was part of the Canadian 
Armed Forces' contribution to Operation IMPACT.  He was working in Baghdad as part of the 
U.S.-led coalition against the militant group known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
when he died. 
 
He joined 39 CER on 11 February 2009 as a 2Lt, completed BEOC 1.2 in April 2011 and was 
promoted to Lt  in 2011 and completed his component transfer to the Regular Force on 28 June 
2012 with a posting to 1 CER. 
 
On a bleak and drizzly day in Richmond BC, 26 November 22, in support of a devastated family, 
members of 39 CER rallied to support the family of a fallen Comrade.  The Regiment provided a 
Bearer party of 10 pers, as well Seaforth Highlanders of Canada supported with a Piper.  The 
funeral was well attended by friends, family, and past co-workers.  The ceremony of life was 
performed in both Cantonese, and English.  There was sorrow, and laughter as those that knew 
him well shared their stories. 
 
The flag was folded by the bearer party in front of the congregation.  Once completed, Capt. 
Cheung’s medals were placed upon the flag and presented to LCol Kotzer (38 Bde), who in turn 
presented them to the brother of the fallen, Keith Cheung. 
 
Capt. Cheung’s internment took place 29 Nov 22. 
 

 
 
RIP Capt. Cheung, Gone but never forgotten. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 
President:  Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)   wenman_39@telus.net 
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)   president@39cer.ca 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 



 
Board Members 
Bill Diamond 
Cameron McLean LCol 
David Blake-Knox Maj (Ret’d) 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 
 


