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• Articulates critical role of air and 
space power throughout 

• Allows for unique needs of RCAF 
personnel 

• Requires infrastructure 
investment – we fight from our 
Wings 

 
  
 

Strong Secure Engaged 
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UNCLASSIFI

ED 

AGILE, COMBAT READY CANADIAN ARMED FORCES  
AND RESILIENT PEOPLE AND FAMILIES 

A New Canadian Vision for Defence: STRONG, SECURE, ENGAGED. 
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Posture and Readiness 
“We must build/structure the force we need to satisfy SSE and 

measure ourselves against it”  
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The Air Task Force model 

• The ATF is the means 
by which the RCAF will 
present its forces 
 

• The ATF composition is 
scalable, modular and 
task-tailored to the 
mission 
 

• When/if required, an 
ATF may include an 
AEW/AESS 
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Operations Support Element 

(OSE) 

• Current Ops (incl Int & Met) 

• Planning / Airfield Ops liaison 

• Comm Info Systems (CIS) 

 

Mission Support Element (MSE) 

• Construction Engineers (CE) 

• Supply / Transport / EME  

• Food / HR / Fin  

 

Force Protection Element (FPE) 

• Airfield Security 

• Policing 
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Q – What is the RCAF remit? 

A – Three x ATFs 

 

Q – What type of ATF? 

A – Figure it out… 

Concurrent Operations 
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Historical Analysis 
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RAWC Educated Guesses 
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Const Engr FEC 
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• ATF model will work, but… 

• Concurrent operations are nothing new! 

• Const Engr FEC is leading the way in getting the RCAF to 
think in terms of Force Elements 

 

• Are we ready… 

 

USAF FUTURE OPERATING CONCEPT (September 2015) 

 

AF forces are rapidly able to move into austere locations and 
establish control of aerial ports and associated airspace to 
provide security, order, and safety. Expeditionary AF forces 
operate from small, resilient airbases, using dispersal, warning, 
active and passive defenses, and rapid repair capabilities to 
survive and continue to fight. 

 

Final thoughts… 


