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single story” while a girder made up of two sets of panels 
alongside each other and another set of panels on top of each 
is defined as “double truss, double story”. The bridge is de-
scribed according to the number of trusses and storeys which 
make up its main girder, the number of trusses being given 
first and followed by the number of storeys. “Single single “ is 
the lightest combination possible and “triple triple” the heavi-
est.  Single double and single triple must never be used be-
cause the resultant structure is unstable due to lack of lateral 
strength. 
 

Since the Korean War the Bailey has continued to be used by 
the Canadian Forces but its most important roles have been 
civilian ones, to support resource development and for emer-
gency and temporary bridging.  The bailey has become a 
standard tool of government highway departments across the 
country. While the Bailey was gaining prominence in civilian 
circles it was given a back seat by the Canadian Forces.   
Although we continued to train on Bailey, it was considered 
obsolete as a tactical bridge since the late 1950’s. 
 

Attempts to replace the Bailey with the Heavy Girder Bridge, 
while superior in structural design and materials to the Bailey, 
was dropped due to the 1500 lb panel which precluded con-
struction by hand.  The Medium Girder Bridge (MGB) was 
introduced in the 1960’s and has proven a superior tactical 
bridge but its expensive alloys discourage purchase in large 
quanties.  As a result the Bailey has continued to be used in 
many armies as a training bridge and Line of Communication 
bridging. The Bailey was replaced by the ACROW Bridge in 
1995.  The ACROW Bridge retains the same construction 
methods as the Bailey Bridge, but with superior structural 
strength. 

Invented by Sir Donald Bailey, the Bailey Bridge was devel-
oped at the British Army Experimental Bridging Establishment 
at Christchurch, England, in 1938 and entered service with the 
Royal Engineers in 1940.  Canadian Engineers were not intro-
duced to the Bailey until June 1942 but before very long knew 
it well enough to build it in action in Italy and France.  In March 
1945, the RCE constructed the longest Bailey in the world, an 
1814 ft floating bridge across the Rhine River. The original 
Bailey bridge was designed with a roadway 10 feet 9 inches 
wide between ribands and a clear width of 12 feet 4 inches 
between girders. The introduction of wider vehicles during 
World War II led to the production of a number of special parts 
from which a Standard Widened Bailey Bridge (SWBB) could 
be constructed; the original Bailey remained, however, as the 
normal construction. 
 

In the immediate post war period, the development of wider 
and heavier vehicles made both the original and the SWBB 
outdated.  The need for one or more entirely new equipment 
bridges was required.  As an interim measure to fulfill the 
Army’s bridging requirements while the new bridges were de-
signed, tested and produced, the Extra Wide Bailey Bridge 
(EWBB) was brought into being as the standard equipment 
bridge.  The SWBB had ceased to exist and the original Bailey 
has been relegated to the status of theater store for use in 
particular circumstances.  
 

The EWBB is of the “through” type, the roadway being carried 
between two main girders formed from panels 10 feet long 
pinned together end to end.  The strength of the girder can be 
increased by adding extra panels alongside and on top of the 
original panels.  The various sets of panels are known as 
“trusses” and “storeys”, thus a girder made up of three sets of 
panels side by side and none on top is defined as “triple truss, 

The Bailey Bridge 

Officers of 2 FER with Sir Donald Bailey (Centre) in 1955.  
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Exercise Ready Sapper Executrek 
By Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel Jim Caldwell   

This past April we held what was my first Executrek and 
I know for sure it has been a very long time since the 
Regiment hosted this type of event.   For those that 
have never heard this term before is a Unit organized 
event where executives from civilian companies or or-
ganizations are invited to spend time with the unit during 
an exercise.  The purpose of organizing an Executrek is 
to do several things for the Unit:  
  

1) Raise awareness of the work the Canadian Military 
does and more specifically in our case, the work 32 
CER does as a part of the Reserve force.  This 
awareness helps to generate an understanding and 
support for the wonderful work the Sappers of 32 
CER do as an integral force within  the Canadian 
Military but also generates admiration and appreci-
ate for the significant sacrifice and commitment the 
members of 32 CER make in support of the commu-
nities we live and work in.  The support provided for 
the victims of the flooding in Quebec and the Port 
Hope Bridge removal being 2 very recent examples 
of this commitment to helping communities.   
  

2) Raise awareness of the work the Units charitable 
fund does in support of the Sappers of 32 CER and 
to generate donations to help build the fund to a 
level that allows it to deliver benefits to the Sappers 
that it exists to support. 

  

Our Executrek was held April 29th during Exercise 
Ready Sapper at CFB Borden and was attended by 
eight very enthusiastic executives ranging from a Fire 
Chief to Presidents of companies.   Their day included a 
briefing at Dennison Armoury on Saturday morning fol-
lowed by a trip to CFB Borden in a SEV where they 
were taught how to handle and fire the C7 rifle and 
Browning 9mm pistol.  A huge thank you to the wonder-
ful job done by all the Sappers that mentored, taught 
and supervised these gentleman thru their live fire expe-
rience most of whom had never fired a firearm before.   
 

After the live fire range, the participants were surprised 
and delighted to be part of an ambush put on by a team 
of sappers organized by Lt Rubisov .  This was an unex-
pected experience for the participants and lots of video 
was taken to be shared with family and friends.  After a 
brief demonstration of engineer section conducting fire 
and movement, they were fed a box lunch, which every-
one could not believe how much food could be packed 
into one box and then they were given a short presenta-
tion on the purpose and mission of the unit, the purpose 

of the Units Charitable fund and to solicit donations to 
our fund.  Having spoken with each of the gentleman 
that attended I can tell you the entire day was an experi-
ence they will treasure for the rest of their lives and they 
all expressed their admiration for the Sappers they met 
and worked with that day and their new found apprecia-
tion and understanding of the sacrifice and commitment 
that each of the members of our Unit put forth in support 
of Canada.   
  

This Executrek was only the beginning.  The intent of 
our first one was to test and then refine our planning and 
execution in preparation for a much larger Executrek we 
are currently planning for this coming Fall so stay tuned 
for more information and details to come.   Based on the 
success of this smaller Executrek with 8 attendees we 
are very excited about the possibilities for this fall where 
we are planning to have approx. 40 invitees have the 
opportunity to experience some of the tasks that each of 
our members train for.    
  

I would like to thank the members of the organizing 
committee, Sgt Chow, MWO Podesta, Capt. Pinhiero, 
Major Ellwood, RSM Quaidoo, Lt Rubisov, (I know I’m 
forgetting names so if you could add for me thank you) 
as well as Lt Colonel Boychyn for his support and guid-
ance.   They spent a lot of  hours planning the details 
and execution of this event and the plan came together 
flawlessly.  Just speaks to the quality of both them as 
individuals but also the professionalism and competence 
of the Sappers of 32 CER.  CHIMO 

Members of the Excutrek fire the C7 rifle on the 
range at CFB Borden during Exercise Ready  
Sapper. 
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 Operation Bye-Bye Bailey 
  Port Hope, Ontario 

The Regiment deployed  from 12 to 14 May 2017 to tear down a bailey bridge for the Town of Port Hope. Re-
ferred to as the Barrett St Bridge, the bridge was140 foot long Triple Single, Reinforced Standard Widened Bai-
ley Bridge that was originally constructed in 1984 after original bridge was washed out. The town of Port Hope 
have named this project “Operation Bye Bye Bailey”. 
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Op LENTUS 17- 03 Quebec 

Operation LENTUS is the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) re-
sponse to natural disasters in Canada. Provincial and territorial 
authorities are the first to respond when a major natural disas-
ter occurs in Canada. If they become overwhelmed, they may 
ask the CAF for help. Operation LENTUS follows an estab-
lished plan of action to support communities in crisis. This plan 
can be adapted to multiple situations such as forest fires, 
floods, ice storms, or hurricanes.  
 

On May 5, 2017, the Province of Quebec requested help from 
the Government of Canada after severe flooding. From May 6 
to June 5, 2017, the CAF helped Quebec with flood relief in five 
regions: Montérégie; Outaouais; Mauricie; Montréal  and Trois-

Rivières. The CAF distributed and filled sandbags to help solid-
ify and protect key infrastructure; used military vehicles to help 
civil authorities to maintain traffic on key routes and help evac-

uate citizens to safe areas; patrolled to monitor key infrastruc-
ture and the safety of citizens; reinforced dikes and walls to 
protect key infrastructure such as water treatment plants and 
bridges and helped with the cleanup of sandbags from key 
public infrastructure and roads, when requested by towns and 
cities.  
 

32 CER deployed 23 personal as part of a composite Reserve 
Engineer Squadron which included personal from 31 CER and 
33 CER. The Squadron deployed from 6 May to 14 May 2017. 
During the deployment they were called upon to construct an 
ACROW bridge connecting the small island of Ile Verte. Flood-
ing has closed a portion of the main road on the island, which 
is home to 22 families. That road connects to the only bridge 
on or off, which in turn connects residents to Laval.  The 50 
metre ACROW bridge took 96 hours to complete.  
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On 8 March 1974, Robert Guy Kinch (Bob) joined The Toron-
to Scottish Regiment. It was there that he quickly established 
himself as the worst shot in the regiment. He was so bad in 
fact that he challenged himself to learn the advanced tech-
niques of marksmanship. As a result he developed a passion 
for shooting. It was during this first year that he completed his 
DP1 Infantry course and started growing a moustache. The 
reason for this new facial hair, of course, was to save time in 
the morning prior to inspection. Bob joined the unit rifle team 
in 1975 and remained a fixture for the next 20 years at the 
Ontario Rifle Association competitions. It was during this year 
he also graduated Primary Leadership Qualification course 
and subsequently promoted to Cpl. In 1976 he was promoted 
to MCpl. He became a section commander in the Infantry 
where he completed his DP2 Machine Gunner, Mortar, Basic 
Winter Warfare, Rifle Coach and Infantry Communicator 
courses. Bob was proud to be the lead scout of the 1976 Bri-
gade Patrolling Competition and he led his team to victory. On 
behalf of the team he received the Fairchild Cup.  
 

The following year, Bob was tasked to lead the patrolling 
stand for the competition. Also, that year during Ex Georgian 
Strike 2, he was the Bridge Demolition Guard Comd. It was 
during this task that he was first exposed to C4 and he want-
ed more. So in 1983, he joined the then named 2 FER known 
now as 32 CER as a MCpl. While at his new unit in 1995 un-
der his SQN OC, Nigel Spink (LCol retired), and his Troop 
Comd, Brad Chin (LCol retired), the unit made a real effort to 
make a rifle team work.  
 

Bob won a position on the Canadian Armed Forces Small 
Arms Competition for the first time. He was committed to his 
team and showed this by attending a seminar about the men-
tal aspect of marksmanship, which would change the way he 
would shoot and lived. Notable among his achievements were 
many competition wins including the 300 and 500 meter rapid 
shoot, three times awarded Canadian Forces Elite 50 and 
twice awarded 2nd place for the Queens Medal competition. 
Bob coached  the 32 CBG team, and the 4 Div Reserve Team 
in 2015.  
 

Bob has filled various positions with 32 CER such as Section 
Commander and Troop Warrant. He has also instructed on 
the BMQ, PLQ, CAP(r) and DP3A courses at CFSME in 
Gagetown New Brunswick. Additionally, he taught explosive 
threat hazard recognition to outside units including troops 
deploying to Afghanistan. In 2011, he was selected as the 
Top NCO of 32 CER and was subsequently promoted to the 
rank of WO in 2014.  
 

Bob has deployed on several domestic operations. He de-
ployed to the Montreal Olympics in 1976 as a guard for the 
1st Canadian Sigs Regiment. He was section 2I/C during the 
Ice Storm in Toronto and as recently as this spring on OP 
LENTUS in Montreal for flood relief. He showcased strong 
leadership and trade knowledge as he built sandbag dikes, 
established a captive ferry and assisted in the construction of 
an Acrow bridge. His last major exercise in 2016 was Stalwart 

Guardian, where he was employed as a Troop Warrant within 
23 Fd Sqn (LAV’s). At 32CER, Bob was the 2 Tp WO. He has 
been the Range Safety Officer on multiple PWT 3 Rifle rang-
es, PWT 1 Shotgun, C6 and C9  
 

Familiarization ranges. He also participated in live pairs fire 
and movement ranges. Bob, being forever dedicated to his 
shooting, made time on Saturdays to run the SAT range for 
prospective rifle team members within 32 CER.  
 

Bob takes great pride in the accomplishments of his troops. In 
his last few months of service, members of his troop were 
awarded Top Candidate, Esprit de Corps, Top Sapper, and 
Top Section awards. Additionally, he was very pleased to fi-
nally promote MCpl Morgan. Bob is retiring from the CAF after 
43 honourable years and will be missed. He will take the time 
to care for his lovely common-law wife Margaret, he has four 
adult children and one grandchild. Bob has been working at 
Air Canada for 29 years, and has no plan of retiring from 
them. Bob will continue to serve by transferring to 105 Artillery 
Cadet Corp as a Cadet Officer.  

Retirement of Warrant Officer Bob Kinch, CD from  
32 Combat Engineer Regiment 
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Tin Hair’s History Corner 

By Sgt (Ret’d) Pat Little, CD 

 

In this article, I wish to remember some Canadian Sap-
pers from our past. Over the past 150 years, our Corps 
has had many famous and historical members that have 
made a big influence in the Corps and Canada! There 
are many, some may sound familiar, some not, but they 
had a impact on what we call the RCE. I will condense it 
abit, as it would take the editors forever to edit!  
 

Has anyone been by Sunnyside Park lately and won-
dered what that pyramid structure by the lake was? well, 
it was built for Col. Sir.Casimir Gzowski K.C.M.G. He 
was a staff officer to the Engineer Force from 1872-

1898. His most famous achievement was in the con-
struction of the railway across Canada! The Gzowski 
Cup was established by him and is still awarded to re-
serve units for outstanding military engineering! 
 

The next well known Sappers, have a Toronto connec-
tion and were both brothers, something the Regt, has 
had many of! Maj/Gens HFH and CSL Hertzberg served 
in No.2 Field Coy. at its re-establishment in 1901. Both 
brothers served during WW1 in 2 Field Coy.  In April 
1915, they were both present during the first gas attack. 
they were ordered to prep, 3 bridges for demolition and 
construct obstacles to slow the enemy. They were then 
ordered to reinforce the Cdn Infantry and actually coun-

ter-attacked with the at Kitchener's Wood!! more about 
that next time. 
 

The last Sapper also served during the Great War and he 
was Lt-Col. C.N, Mitchell VC.MC, RCE. Col. Mitchell 
started out as a tunneller, then became what was then a 
EOD, bomb guy! He won the VC by preventing the ene-
my blowing up a bridge at Pont d'Aire. Actually, there 
were 3 bridges that needed to be recced for demolition! 
While his Infantry guard watched he and his section 
cross the first, which was blown. true Sappers, they 
quickly improvised a plank bridge and moved on to the 
other bridges. the 2nd was not rigged for demo, but the 
3rd and main bridge was! 
 

Mitchell had part of his section act as sentry, while he 
and his Sgt (of course) went under the bridge to cut the 
firing circuit and remove the charges. The VC part now 
comes into the picture! about this time, the enemy bridge 
guard woke up and started shooting! the sappers killed 2 
enemy, while the Col. and Sgt rushed up to join the fight! 
the Col. killed a third and the enemy paused to organize. 
they counter attacked and were beaten off by the Sap-
pers with fire and bayonet!  Remember there was a Sgt 
present!! The Infantry did finally arrive and provided pro-
tection, so the section could complete the disarming the 
bridge and collect POWs. Next issue more outstanding 
Sappers! Chimo! 
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 Sapper News 

George Cole Trophy - Cpl Readman  
Awarded annually to the Top Sapper in the JR’s mess. 
The Recipient of this Award must: 
Display strong peer leadership. 
Provide a positive influence in Dress and Deportment. 
Have an excellent attendance record. 
 

Col Wasteneys Trophy - MWO Podesta 

Awarded Annually to the Top Senior NCO of 32 Combat 
Engineer Regiment. The Recipient of this Award must: 
Display exceptional leadership and responsibility. Dis-
play strong peer leadership and loyalty. Provide a posi-
tive influence in Dress and Deportment. Have an excel-
lent attendance record. 
 

MCpl Pynn Award -  MCpl Mitrica  
Awarded by the Regular Force Staff of 32 Combat Engi-
neer Regiment to the member of the Junior Ranks Mess 
judged to have made the greatest contribution to the well 
being of the Regiment. 
 

Col Kostka Award - Sgt Chow 

Awarded annually to the unit member who best displays 
leadership in accordance with CFP 131(1), para 405 
(Ten Principals of Leadership). 
 

R.C.E. Trophy - 2FES, 2Tp, 2 Sect  
Cpl Morgan, Cpl Readman, Cpl Geottmann, Cpl Za-
dorozhnyy, Cpl Lee (399), Spr Zeng(292), Spr Cai, Spr 
Coshburn,  
Awarded Annually to the top section in 32 Combat Engi-
neer Regiment. 
 

Sgt. T.E. Veitch CD Award  - Support Troop, 2 FES. 
Troop Comdr - 2Lt  Zimmerman; Tp WO - WO Piesticker  
Awarded annually to the Top Troop.  

Unit Annual Awards 

Congratulation to Sapper Al-Homedawy on receiving the Commanding 
Officer’s Commendation from LCol Boychyn.  

Commanding Officer's Commendation 

In recognition of outstanding professionalism and dedi-
cation to duty while employed with 32 Combat Engineer 
Regiment.  Sapper Al-Homedawy has shown to be high-
ly motivated during the training year.  He deployed on 
Op Provision where he was tasked as an Arabic linguist 
to bridge the language gap with the Syrian refugees that 
were being screened. He received praise while working 
with the DRDC from January to March 2017, where he 
participated in the research campaign involved in deter-
mining the Canadian Forces new plate carrier. He re-
ceived an excellent assessment while working with 2 
Combat Engineer Regiment on Exercise Tomahawk 
Fury in Wainwright. Sapper Al-Homedawy has also 
maintained an excellent attendance record and is an 
example to his peers.  Chimo! 

In Memorian - Sergeant Collen Daks, CD 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Colleen Daks wife to Sergio Ferrigno 
on September 21, 2017. Both Colleen and Sergio were former members of the 32CER. Col-
leen was extremely respected by members of this Regiment that knew her. Colleen past away 
from a long and courageous battle against cancer. Colleen was a RMS Clerk in our Regiment 
(2000-2003) when I transferred into 32 CER in the year 2000. Colleen was extremely helpful, 
full of positive insights and advice, and took the phrase ‘taking care of troops’ to heart. She 
took no BS from anyone and was not scared to voiced her opinion. Colleen was a remarkable 
woman, mother, wife, and soldier. She was a dear friend, but I admit I lost touch with her and 
Sergio when they moved to Nova scotia. My heart is still hurting since learning of her passing. 
Please send your condolence by text to Sergio at 902-809-1214. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Sergio’s Family and friends at this most difficult time. - RSM  
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 Sapper News 

Congratulation MCpl Millard, MCpl Morgan, Sgt Wong, MCpl Cameron 
on their promotions on the unit standown parade.  

On September 30th 2017, 32 Canadian Brigade Group 
observed a Change of Brigade Sergeant Major from 
Chief Warrant Officer Grant Lawson to Chief Warrant 
Officer David Turnbull.  The change of appointment was 
presided over by Colonel Dan Stepaniuk, Commander of 
32 Canadian Brigade Group. 

Colonel Dan Stepaniuk took command of 32 Canadian 
Brigade Group from Colonel Andrew Zalvin, on July 19, 
2017 in a ceremony held at the Fort York National His-
toric Site in Toronto. The Brigade’s change of command 
parade was presided over by Brigadier-General Stephen 
Cadden, Commander of 4th Canadian Division. As com-
mander of 32 Canadian Brigade Group, Colonel Stepa-
niuk will lead approximately 2300 members of the Prima-
ry Reserve Force, a sub-component of the Canadian 
Armed Forces. The brigade’s mission is to generate a 
well-trained, effective, and multi-purpose land force to 
meet Canada’s defence objectives at home and in sup-
port of the Regular Force.  

Change of 32 Canadian Brigade Group  
Senior Appointments 



 

Upcoming Training / Events 

 

09-10 Sep 2017– Stand-up Weekend 

24-30 Sep 2017– Invictus Games 

29-Sep –01 Oct 2017– Ex Beaver Start 

20-22 Oct 2017– Ex Spartan Sapper 

28 Oct 2017– TBG day 

11 Nov 2017– Remembrance Day Parade 

18 Nov 2017– Snr NCO Mess Dinner 

24-26 Nov 2017– Ex Crossing Beaver 

02 Dec 2017– Training Day  

16 Dec 2017– Christmas Dinner  

12 Jan 2018 – Training Night 

13 Jan 2018 – Combined Officer /NCO Mess Dinner 

16 Jan 2018 - Admin Day 

19-21 Jan 2018 - First Aid Course 

20 Jan 2018 – TBG Day 

 

Remembrance Day:  
This year’s Remembrance Day will be on Saturday 11 
Nov. The first time in a long time the unit will be cele-
brating  Remembrance Day on the actual day of Re-
membrance. The parade will be bigger and better than 
in previous years. Please pass on to your friends and 
family to ‘save-the-date’ so they can attend. Formal in-
vite will be sent as the date nears. 
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The Toronto Sapper 
 

The Toronto Sapper is a newsletter designed as a forum for the pas-
sage of information past, present and future and to develop Esprit De 
Corps within  32 Combat  Engineer Regiment. The views and opinions 
expressed herein do not necessarily represent official opinion or poli-
cy.  
 

Submission of articles and photographs are welcome electronically in 
Word format. Photographs must be accompanied by cut lines that 
identify the activity and personnel (rank, first name, and surname). 
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject articles.  
 

32 Combat Engineer Regiment 
LCol George Taylor Dension III  Armoury,           
1 Yukon Lane, Toronto, ON, M3K 0A1 

 

Front Cover:  A  Sapper uses a cut-off saw during the Port Hope 
baily bridge tear down.  Back cover: ACROW Bridge constructed 
during Op LENTUS.  

Awards and Promotions 
 

Commanding Officers'   
Commendation 

Spr Al-Homedawy  
 

Promotions 

Sgt Wong 

MCpl Cameron 

MCpl Millard 

MCpl Morgan 

 

Announcements 
 

Congratulation to Sgt Chapovalov and his wife Olena 
on the birth of their second child, a baby girl name An-
ya. She was born 23 March 2017 at 7lbs.  
 

Congratulation’s to WO Bromfield and his wife Janet on 
the birth of their son Michael William Bromfield, Born 9 
July 2017, Weigh 6lbs 3oz 

 

Congratulation's to Capt Henty and his wife on the birth 
of  their son Charles Henty, Born: June 18 2017, Weight 
7Lbs 2 oz 

 

Congratulation to Sgt Chow on his marriage on Sept 16, 
2017 to his lovely girlfriend Melanie 

 

Congratulations to Sgt Thomas on his marriage to Sgt 
Trudy Poulin on Sept 12, 2017 in Grenada. 
 

Congratulation to Cpl Eerika Silegren on her marriage 
on Sept, 9, 2017 to a great guy Adam.  
 

Cpl Nathoo had a dramatic accident during an OPP 
training event. Injuries were multiple broken bones 
along his left shoulder and arm. He had successful sur-
gery to secure his bones together during the healing 
process. You may contact him at 416-712-6548 to wish 
him well during his recovery 

 

Cpl Stoeckl is in the process of a release, but I would 
like to congratulate him and his wife who is pregnant 
and due in the new year with their 2nd child. They cur-
rently have a 1 ½ yr old girl, name Maya  
 

Cpl (Ret’d) Mark Hew has had a difficult summer. In 
august he was emitted into the hospital. Over the last 
month, he has been recovering at home with the help of 
his family. For those that know him, please reach out to 
him and wish him well during his recovery 

 

 




